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Sarnia

Ottawa

London

Guelph

Barrie

Windsor

Orillia

Westport

Kingston

Hamilton

Cornwall

Pinery PP

Pickering

Kitchener

Rondeau PP

Owen Sound

Brockville

Mississauga

Smiths Falls

Peterborough

Long Point PP

Wainfleet Bog

Niagara Falls

Point Pelee NP

Turkey Point PP

Thousand Islands NP

Prince Edward Point

Risk Areas for 
Ixodes scapularis 
in Ontario
Other risk areas:
Rainy River, ON

Was the positive tick attached for long enough 
to expose my dog to B. burgdorferi?

•	< 24 hours - negligible risk
•	24-48 hours - questionable risk
•	> 48 hours - significant risk	

If my dog is exposed, will it test positive for antibodies?
•	Most dogs will but not for at least 3-5 weeks

Companion Animals

Pantone 361c 

Pantone 1935c 

Pantone 285c 

Pantone 2597c 

0C 0M 0Y 90K

0C 0M 0Y 100K

Ticks and Lyme Disease in Ontario: 
What’s the real risk?

Dermacentor 
variabilis

(American Dog Tick)

Amblyomma
americanum
(Lone Star Tick)

Rhipicephalus 
sanguineus

(Brown Dog Tick)

Ixodes 
scapularis

(Blacklegged Tick, 
Deer Tick)

Bitten by the right kind of tick
Carrying the right bacterium
Attached for the right amount of time5% will develop 

any signs of 
Lyme disease

Only

of dogs
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Is the I. scapularis tick carrying B. burgdorferi?
•	Varies by region, but overall in Ontario:
•	~85% are negative
•	~15% are positive*

Is it the right kind of tick? 
•	Ixodes scapularis is the only vector of 

Borrelia burgdorferi in Ontario

My dog has a tick - Will it get Lyme disease?

If my dog is exposed, will it get sick?
•	95% of dogs will not get sick

*Nelder et al. PLoS ONE 2014.

The Ontario Animal Health Network is funded in part through Growing Forward 2, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.


